1 have quoted a statement by the President of the U.S.1
He took part in the decisions of the Potsdam conference. I
shall now refer to the statement of the French Government
which I have just quoted. It shows how the Potsdam con-
ference decision was understood by those who were not
present at the conference. I have quoted M. Bidault's state-
ment of July 10 last, in which he said that "the Potsdam
conference reached an agreement in respect of the eastern
frontier of Germany which is in principle provisional but is
essentially of a fundamental nature."
Hence the French Government, like everyone acquaint-
ed with the Potsdam decision, did not doubt, and could not
have doubted, that this decision on the western frontier of
Poland was of a final character, Of course, no one disputes
that the Peace Conference must give formal shape to this
decision. But we, the representatives of the governments
which took part in Ihe Potsdam decision, must not forget
that we are bound by that decision.
Mr. Marshall referred to one of the statements made by
Generalissimo Stalin at the Potsdam conference, Such ref-
erence is useful if only as a reminder that these statements
strictly conformed with the decision which was arrived at
at Potsdam. The statements of J. V, Stalin to which refer-
ences have been" made here only make it clear that, imme-
diately after the rout of the Hitlerites, a Polish administra-
tion began to be set up in the territories which subsequently
passed to Poland in accordance with the Potsdam decision,
In the existing situation it could not have been otherwise*
The Potsdam decision set its seal on this situation, The his-
toric significance of the Potsdam decision is that it established
new and just frontiers for the Polish State,